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to England, so that he might either avert the threatened
attack, or at any rate  have Russia for him	.
and not against him when war came.   This drawfdoser
was the less difficult since the English Court, to Ensland-
with a curious inconsistency, had made tentative over-
tures to him during the summer at the very time when
the Russian treaty was being negotiated.    As the two
powers were equally desirous of keeping the war out of
Germany, there was little difficulty in coming to terms.
On January 16,  1756, a Convention of Neutrality was
signed at Westminster, by which England and Convention
Prussia bound themselves to unite their forces of West-
,,    -	,.	.         minster.
to prevent all foreign  troops  from  entering January 16,
Germany during the expected war with France. I756*
The true interests of England were served by this mea-
sure, which brought her into union with the power that
more than any other was marked out on both religious
and political grounds  as  her natural ally.    The  con-
nexion was as yet slight, but the course of events soon
drew it closer.
All through the winter England was harassed by fear
of a French invasion ; so great was the panic panic in
that  Hessian  and  Hanoverian   troops  were En§land,
brought over for the defence of the country. 56.
But the invasion never came ; the ostentatious prepara-
tions made by the French all along their northern coasts
were intended to cover a totally different design.    On
April  10, 1756, a large armament with 16,000 troops on
board sailed from Toulon for the conquest of
Minorca.    Though the English ministers had attackrenc
received intimation of the preparation of this Mmorca-
expedition months before, they persisted in regarding it
as a mere f^int, and did nothing to strengthen the garri-
son of PorrMahon, which was far too weak for the defence
,  of the island. It was.not till three days before the French

